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Spanish judiciary’s abuse of #HumanRights to come
under scrutiny before UN and #ECtHR
EU Reporter - Guest contributor | July 31, 2019

According to several submissions to the UN’s Universal Periodic Review, the Spanish legal
system allows for violation of human rights, either by directly ignoring EU standards, or
through loopholes in existing laws, writes Human Rights Without Frontiers Director Willy
Fautré.
An emblematic case in point is the abuse suffered by the Kokorev family (Vladimir Kokorev,
his wife and their son), in which the Spanish judge put three family members in a lengthy
pre-trial detention, combined with no access to their case file (a regime called “secreto de
sumario”), and particularly harsh prison conditions reserved for terrorists and violent
criminals (called FIES regime under Spanish laws).
According to attorney Scott Crosby, who submitted an application in July on behalf of
Vladimir Kokorev to the European Court of Human Rights, a Spanish judge imprisoned all
three family members from 2015 to late 2017 on a vaguely worded suspicion of moneylaundering. No formal charges were laid, nor “could they be laid because there was no
evidence that the Kokorevs had handled illicitly generated money”, Crosby says in his
submission. Towards the end of these two years of imprisonment, detention was extended
for a further two years, still in the absence of a formal charge and evidence of a predicate
crime. On appeal this was commuted to territorial confinement which restricted the family
to Gran Canaria and required them to report weekly to the local court.
During their pre-trial detention, the Kokorevs were robbed of their presumption of
innocence, being treated in all respects as dangerous prisoners such as terrorists, sexual
offenders or war criminals (FIES-5, the highest and harshest level of detention conditions)
although they had never used or incited violence and had no prior criminal record, in Spain
or elsewhere.
Over the last fifteen years, the European Parliament and the Council of Europe, in
particular the Committee of Prevention of Torture (CPT), have expressed serious concerns
and warnings about the FIES system. According to the submission of Human Rights
Frontiers, the FIES – 5 status, to which the Kokorev family was subjected resulted in:

“…frequent changes of cell, the use of mechanical restraints when being moved, restricted
visits and allowing the prison administration to monitor and record without judicial
authorisation all of their communications and visits… [denial of] the benefit of European
Prison Rules, such as the right to be detained separately from convicted prisoners…day
release…contact between the family…[and the option to post] bail. Alternatives to
incarceration were not considered or offered.”
Furthermore, the Kokorevs were subjected to the secreto de sumario regime, which meant
that neither they nor their lawyers had any access to the Court files, the evidence, or the
reasoning being used by the judge to keep them in prison.
As Human Rights Without Frontiers’ submission to the UPR explains: “Significantly, this case
offers a unique corroboration that the Directive 2012/13/EU of the European Parliament
and of the Council of 22 May 2012 on the right to information in criminal proceedings
(which should prevent the secreto de sumario from being used in the context of pretrial
detention), has not been properly implemented by Spain via the Ley Orgánica 5/2015 of 27
April 2015.”
Another joint submission by a number of Spanish law firms that specialise in criminal and
penitentiary law, denounces that pretrial imprisonment is used by Spanish judges to
“soften” the person under investigation. The submission concludes, after explaining that
Spain takes a predominantly inquisitorial approach to the criminal investigation, that: “This
tendency towards the abuse of pretrial imprisonment is the result of (a) the features of the
Spanish criminal system, in which there is an investigative judge; (b) the opportunities for
the investigation derived from pretrial imprisonment, particularly when it is applied
simultaneously with other measures that exist in the Spanish legal system, such as
the secreto de sumario and the FIES, and (c) the fact that the right to compensation for
[unlawful] pretrial imprisonment is contingent upon [proof of] innocence (there even
existing different kinds of innocence for these purposes).”
Stakeholder submissions called for Spain to be held accountable for these human rights
violations. Repeated recommendations from various voices call Spain to abolish the secreto
de sumario and FIES system, to respect the presumption of innocence, and to reform the
practice of lengthy pre-trial detention.
Currently, the Kokorev Case seems to be the only instance in which a Spanish judge used
these three measures in combination with each other and therefore will also be the first
chance for the European Court of Human Rights to rule on this kind of practice.
https://www.eureporter.co/human-rights-category/

#Kokorev case, miscarriage of justice in Spain spotlighted at
the UN in Geneva
EU Reporter - Guest contributor | June 27, 2019

At the 41st session of the held this week at the UN in Geneva, the judicial miscarriage of
the Kokorev case by the Spanish authorities was publicly raised by an NGO, writes Human
Rights Without Frontiers Director Willy Fautré.
In September 2015, three members of the Kokorev family were arrested in Central America
and extradited to Spain on the basis of an international arrest warrant. The order was
related to a vaguely worded suspicion of money laundering allegedly committed in Western
Africa more than ten years earlier.
Vladimir Kokorev, his wife, both in their sixties and in bad health, as well as their 33-year old
son agreed to their extradition to Spain, where they expected their case to be dismissed, or,
at least, that they would be released on bail. Instead, they were first imprisoned in Madrid
and then transferred to a detention centre in Las Palmas where they spent over two years in
pre-trial detention.
Despite their right to the presumption of innocence, they were subjected to a harsh and
controversial system in Spain requiring special surveillance of dangerous detainees and
named “Ficheros de Internos de Especial Seguimiento” (FIES). To make matters worse, the
Kokorevs were registered in the FIES-5 upper category. This category is for high-risk inmates
classified in accordance with their specific criminological profile such as sex offenders,
Islamic terrorists, war criminals, etc. The Kokorevs did not match such characteristics; in
fact, none of them had a criminal record and none of them had never used or incited
violence.
Over the last fifteen years, the European Parliament and the Council of Europe, in particular
the Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT), have expressed serious concerns and
issued several warnings about the FIES system.
Earlier this year, the Brussels-based NGO Human Rights Without Frontiers interviewed the
Kokorevs in Las Palmas about their detention conditions. According to the family, they were
treated worse than convicted criminals.

After their arrest, the proceedings remained secret for eighteen months. During this time,
their counsel was denied access to the investigation files and was not given basic
information on the reasons for their arrest, including a description of the offence and of the
evidence against them.
They were treated as a single entity, the “Kokorev family”, no distinction being made
between the three of them, thus suggesting the presumption of guilt by association.
Their defence counsel was unsuccessful in obtaining their release on bail. Their personal
circumstances were not taken into consideration by the authorities: Vladimir Kokorev’s
health seriously deteriorated, requiring him to undergo heart surgery, and his son was an
expectant father who missed the birth of his child while in pre-trial detention.
Even after substantial time behind bars and despite the Spanish authorities’ knowledge that
a trial would not be possible for many years (certainly not within the maximum term for
pretrial detention under Spanish law), the family’s incarceration continued.
Vladimir Kokorev was not allowed to be housed with his son. When he inquired about the
reason why, he was told it was because they were under active investigation. However,
many other inmates also under active investigation were housed together.
Kokorev’s wife reported that she felt disoriented from being moved to a different cell every
five to nine weeks, a security measure prescribed under the FIES-5 status to which in her
module only she was being subjected.
On 1 August 2017, after more than 13 years of investigation by the Spanish authorities,
Judge Ana Isabel de Vega Serrano tried to extend the pre-trial detention of the Kokorevs for
two further years, claiming that she still had to “determine the facts and identify the
persons responsible”.
In the meantime, a number of members of the European Parliament held a round table on
the Kokorev issue in Brussels and publicly denounced serious violations of human rights by
the Spanish judiciary in the case of Vladimir Kokorev and his family. This event facilitated
the work of their lawyer in Las Palmas who, again, requested their release. Within a few
months, the three were freed, one at a time, but their freedom of movement was limited to
the island and remains so.
It is unlikely that a trial will be held within the next five years, almost 10 years after the
arrest of the family and more than 20 years after the start of the investigation. In the
meantime, the Courts in Las Palmas have declined to examine allegations supported by
forensic reports of mishandling and fabrication of evidence by the police until a trial
eventually takes place.

Vladimir Kokorev’s attorneys request to dismiss the case
against him and accuse Spanish police of fabricating
evidence
EU Reporter Correspondent | July 26, 2018
Jose Antonio Choclan, the lawyer of Vladimir Kokorev, Spanish entrepreneur of RussianJewish origins, accuses Spanish police of manipulating evidence and requests the Judge of
Investigation Court of Las Palmas (Spain), to dismiss the case, on the basis of lack of
punishable offences.
“We have denounced and proven, by means of a forensic analysis, that the IT devices that
the police agents claim to have contained “evidences” on which the accusation based their
reports, have been manipulated by the agents, or at the very least, treated without a
minimal chain of custody and destroyed in the process,” states Choclan, a former
Magistrate of Madrid’s High Courts.
Kokorev’s family (Vladimir, his wife Yulia and their son Igor) was arrested in Panama in 2015
and extradited to Spain, under a nominal accusation of money laundering, although as of
this moment (almost 10 years after the investigation commenced), the prosecution has yet
to present any formal charges. Despite the suggestions of some media that the family is
accused of laundering money in favor of Teodoro Obiang (President of Equatorial Guinea),
the attorneys pointed out not only there is no such accusation, but that the same court
established that there was no evidence linking the family to any acquisitions carried out by
any members of Guinean government or their relatives.
Notwithstanding the lack of indictment, the family spent over two years in preventive prison
in Las Palmas (Spain). As manifested by family members, the only reason for their
imprisonment was to coerce a confession, and in particular, to exert pressure on Vladimir
Kokorev himself, by imprisoning his elderly wife (67) and their son (36). The three were
freed in 2017, after a number of concerned MEPs made a series of inquiries into the
irregularity of their detention by Spanish authorities.
Moreover, the Investigative Judge, Ana Isabel de Vega, declared the case secret for 3 years
and 10 months, without any possibility for the defense attorneys to access the case file.
During most of this time, their clients remained in prison.
A SPECULATIVE AND SECRET INVESTIGATION
“The police agents have confirmed in a court deposition that their sole objective was to
“certify” (in words of Canary Islands’ Police Inspector) that Vladimir Kokorev’s company
Kalunga received money derived from illegal sources. That is, the police carried out a
speculative investigation of my client and his family, which purpose was to associate them
with any kind of illegal activity, creating an unsupervised police instruction, lasting already
10 years, and self-perpetuating with the hope of one day being able to justify its very
existence,” states the defense.

This 10-year investigation was also unsuccessful, as Kokorev attorney explains, as the police
have failed to obtain any evidence linking the funds obtained by his client with any illegal
activity. There is still no evidence that Kalunga was in any way controlled by any members
of Guinean government and not by Vladimir Kokorev himself, nor that any properties
acquired by Kokorev were in fact owned by anybody else, nor of any laundering.
“The Police requested a warrant to arrest my client and his family in 2015, after 6 years of
secret investigation, which is forbidden under article 118 of Spanish Criminal Procedure
Law,” another excerpt from the writ, “Police agents falsified the report of U.S.
Subcommittee by adding content that the original report did not have, which have been
confirmed during the agents’ court deposition on May 8 th 2018.”
A FALSFIED REPORT OF U.S. SENATE JUSTIFIED KOKOREV’S ARREST WARRANT
According to Choclan, the investigation of Kokorev was justified by a 2004 report of U.S.
Senate Subcommittee on money laundering prevention. The report mentioned that Riggs
Bank made a number of transfers from the account of Equatorial Guinea to that of
Kokorev’s company Kalunga, without a due compliance procedure.
Although the Subcommittee’s report never established or suggested that Kalunga or its
owner were involved in any kind of illegal activity, but solely admonished Riggs for not
implementing compliance procedures, the police agents used it eleven years later to
request Kokorev’s arrest warrant.
The only reason the Subcommittee report was used for such an extreme measure, is that
the Las Palmas’ police unit “translated” it to Spanish as stating that Kalunga was owned by
the president of Equatorial Guinea or his relatives and was used to launder money. The
“mistranslation” was uncovered two years after Kokorev’s arrest, since the case file was
secret before; and the police agents admitted in court, that they have not read the
Subcommittee report itself, since “it was too long”. The agents admitted to copying excerpts
from another report, prepared by a non-profit organization “Asociacion Pro Derechos
Humanos” (financed in turn by George Soros’ Foundation Human Rights Watch).
“There was no any factual basis to order the arrest of my client, and the police was fully
aware of it at the time,” the attorney concludes.
A DUBIOUS DEPOSITION BY ISMAEL GERLI
The only prosecution witness in the case is Ismael Gerli, a former Panamanian attorney of
Vladimir Kokorev.
According to the documents attached to the writ requesting dismissal, there are a number
of e-mails that prove that Gerli was motivated by his hatred for the family (seven months
before he was arrested, Kokorev fired Gerli). In several e-mails addressed to the police, Gerli
describes his former client as “[expletive] Jew”. In another e-mail addressed to the police,
Gerli writes that he is “blind with hatred to hurt the [expletive] Russians”.
“Mr. Gerli used the arrests of my client and his family to take over their properties in
Panama, for which he has been already indicted and awaiting hearing,” states Choclan.

In Gerli’s own words, he had received money from “Spanish justice” in May and June 2015,
several months before giving a deposition against Mr. Kokorev. The deposition was taken by
the police agents in Spanish Embassy in Panama, without the presence of a court official.
Furthermore, the police agents acknowledged that they “negotiated” Gerli’s deposition
(itself only 5 pages long and largely incoherent) during four days, after the defense
presented them with several drafts of the document, uncovered thanks to the IT expertise.
Gerli refused to testify again, and thus to be cross-examined by the defense, after the
secrecy was lifted, in his words “following on advice of [my] attorney”.
A USB CREATED BY THE POLICE
Another evidence that appeared shortly after Kokorev’s arrest in the case file, was a USB,
which according to the police, belonged to Vladimir Kokorev’s son, Igor, and was
“recovered” by Ismael Gerli. According to the police reports drafted in 2015, the USB
contained a number of commercial documents, as well as three unsigned contracts for
purchase of weapons. These documents were used to justify Igor’s arrest and twenty-six
months imprisonment, but the police refused to deliver the USB to the defense for
examination until compelled by the High Court of Las Palmas in December 2017.
The IT forensic report showed that the device was extensively manipulated by Las Palmas’
Police Department, after Kokorev’s arrest, to the point where it was impossible to
determine when most of the files were created and by whom (in a surprising twist, drafts of
“alternative versions” of Gerli’s deposition were uncovered precisely on this device). The
analysis also concluded that the three weapon purchase agreements were created by the
police itself, as the word documents display the abbreviation of Police Department as their
creator.
In their depositions, the agents admitted that they have been manipulating the device, since
they “never meant to it to be used as a court evidence.”
Although the “fabrication” of the USB is the most obvious example of manipulation,
Choclan’s writ points out that the rest of the IT devices, confiscated by the police during
their investigation, suffered similar malpractices.
“The IT expertise determined a total and absolute lack of chain of custody of each and every
one of the devices, and a systematic manipulation of these devices by the police,” concludes
the former magistrate.
The writ is supplemented by a five-page annex enumerating these manipulations.
A CASE FOR ECHR
According to Choclan, the process against Kokorev has repeatedly breached the Human
Rights Convention, and that the petition to dismiss it in Spain is a first step to bring the case
before the European Court of Human Rights.
Scott Crosby, a Brussels’ attorney, have announced that he will defend Kokorev’s interests
before European Courts, should they fail to obtain fair treatment in Spain.

“I have faith in the system of judicial protection. If the Kokorevs are not given satisfaction by
Spain, they will consider applying to the European Human Rights Court,” Crosby stated in an
interview given to a Spanish newspaper. “In that case they would be seeking a ruling that a
number of rights, protected by the European Human Rights Convention, had been violated
by Spain. They might also seek an award of damages.”

The Kokorev Case becomes a EU-wide affair
Tuesday, 03 October 2017; Brussels Times

On 28 September, a roundtable event organized by Fulvio Martusciello, Chairman of the
Delegation for EU-Israel relations, was held at the European Parliament in Brussels. The
conference titled Justice and the rule of law in the EU – the case of Vladimir Kokorev was
attended by MEPs of different committees, lawyers, experts and journalists representing
media of Spain, Belgium, Great Britain, Israel and other countries.
The case has received extensive attention from European media and its key points are the
following: Vladimir Kokorev (66 y.o.), a Spanish citizen of Russian and Jewish origin; his wife
Yulia (68 y.o.) and their son Igor, who have been kept at a Las Palmas prison (Canary Islands,
Spain) for two years now.
They were detained in Panama in autumn 2015, based on an international warrant issued by
Ana Isabel de Vega Serrano of Las Palmas Court No 5, on suspicion of having laundered
money on behalf of Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, the President of Equatorial Guinea.
During the classified investigation however, no proof of Kokorevs’ guilt has been found or
presented, which was discovered by the defense who were given access to the case file
after it had been declassified in February 2017.

The declassification occurred after Georgios Epitideios and Jean-Luc Shaffhauser, members
of the European Parliament, filed an official letter to Consejo General del Poder Judicial with
the request to clarify the situation around Vladimir Kokorev’s case.
Alvaro Campanario, a Kokorev family attorney at law, believes the case may have a political
bias or be orchestrated by someone due to the fact that Judge Ana Isabel de Vega Serrano
persists in blenching the proof of innocence provided by the defense.
During the roundtable event in the European Parliament in Brussels, the speakers
emphasized that the defense provided the investigative bodies with all possible documents
that prove complete transparency of Kokorev’s companies. However, and despite this,
Judge Vega Serrano recently extended their detention on remand for 2 more years instead
of terminating the case or releasing them on bail.
The reasons for Ana Isabel de Vega Serrano’s persistence to indict them for tax dodging and
other offenses remains unclear and especially after failure to provide any evidence to
support the allegations. The Kokorevs were extradited from Panama initially to Spain as they
were suspected of money laundering but now they are charged with entirely different
crimes.
“We in no way want to condemn the entire judicial system of Spain. Spain is a rule-of-law
state with an established system of justice, acting within the framework of European values.
And the disregard for the rule of law that we have found out can inflict harm to the Spanish
and European justice in total. So we intend to seek the unbiased investigation of the
Kokorev case and we believe that the transfer of the case from Las Palmas to Madrid would
become the first step in this regard,” said MEP Georgios.
“2 years in pre-trail detention without specific charges, with the prospect of a further two
years for no good reason is an affront to all that we Europeans believe in. For his wife and
son to also be imprisoned without charge for no good reason is totally unacceptable. It is a
fundamental right for a citizen to be able to answer the charges against him and defend
himself in a court of law. I will be taking a special interest in the case and propose to raise it
as a question on the floor of the chamber of the European Parliament, calling for an
independent investigation”, added MEP Martusciello.

Members of European Parliament condemn Las
Palmas high court, judge, for mishandling of ‘Kokorev
Case’

“It is not for us to decide if Mr. Kokorev is guilty or innocent of the charges against him.
But what should concern us all is the fact that he, his wife and son are being denied justice
and due process of law,” stated MEP Fulvio Martusciello.

On September 28, the European Parliament’s EPP Group held a roundtable to discuss the
arrest and detention of Spanish citizen Vladimir Kokorev, who has been imprisoned in Las
Palmas in the Canary Islands (Spain) since 2015 – without an indictment and therefore
without a trial.
MEPs and reporters from Spain, Belgium, the UK and Israel, were briefed on the details of
the case, which has received extensive media attention across Europe.
Lawyers representing Kokorev appealed to the European Union to intervene in what was
described as “blatant contravention” of European standards.
Speakers presented the following facts: Kokorev, 66, is a Spanish citizen of Russian and
Jewish origin. He and his wife Yulia, 68, and their son Igor, have been detained at Las Palmas
prison for over 25 months on “preventive detention”. They were detained in Panama in
2015, based on an international warrant issued by judge Ana Isabel de Vega Serrano of Las

Palmas Court No 5, on suspicion of having laundered money on behalf of Obiang Nguema
Mbasogo, the President of Equatorial Guinea.
According to Kokorev’s lawyers, the judge extended the family’s detention for another two
years, despite the defence presenting evidence proving absolute transparency of Kokorevowned companies, and alleging numerous irregularities of the investigation.
Several MEPs expressed their alarm at the arrest and imprisonment of an entire family for
such an excessive period of time without a trial. In particular, taking into account that there
are no ties to organised crime, or even as much as an investigation of the crime preceding to
that of the alleged money laundering, no investigation into the suspected corruption in
Equatorial Guinea where the funds were obtained, nor any investigations or indictment of
any public officials of Equatorial Guinea who would have supposedly misplaced those funds.
Carmelo Nvovo Nca, the Ambassador of Equatorial Guinea to Belgium and the EU,
confirmed that his country does not have any claims against Kokorev, and that his company
carried out government contracts. He expressed his hopes for an independent investigation
closely supervised by European judicial organs.
Likewise, Judge De Vega Serrano’s decision to establish yet another two-year term for an
investigation launched in 2004 – that’s 14 years ago – prompts reasonable suspicion about
the judge’s motives.
At this point, it appears that Judge De Vega Serrano would be content with “investigating”
the Kokorev family indefinitely, since this delays her need to justify her controversial
methods and unreasonable precautionary measures used during this extremely contentious
“investigation”.
“It is not for us to decide if Mr. Kokorev is guilty or innocent of the charges against him. But
what should concern us all is the fact that he, his wife and son are being denied justice and
due process of law,” stated MEP Fulvio Martusciello. “Two years in detention without
specific charges with the prospect of a further two years for no good reason is an affront to
all that we Europeans believe in.”
Meanwhile, the Spanish Court released Kokorev’s wife shortly after plans to hold the
roundtable were announced in the media.
However, according to Kokorev’s attorneys, even if Kokorev and his family are finally
released from jail, their situation will not be better than an indefinite house arrest.
Kokorev’s wife is forbidden to leave Las Palmas, and there is still no horizon for an eventual
hearing.
In an official statement on the results of the round table, MEP Fulvio Martusciello, stated:

“In the view of the numerous apparent violations of human rights and rules of due
procedure that have taken place during the investigation of Mr. Kokorev and his family by
the Criminal Court N5 of Las Palmas and its Judge Ana Isabel de Vega Serrano, violations
that has been for most part ignored or condoned by the High Court of Las Palmas and the
Spanish Judiciary Supervising Organs, we are deeply concerned both with the current and
clearly inhumane treatment of Kokorev family under the jurisdiction of the courts of Las
Palmas, as well as with the fact that fair trial of this family seems to be highly unlikely in the
future.
It is our recommendation to Spanish Central Judiciary Supervising Organ (Consejo General
de Poder Judicial), the High Courts of Madrid (Audiencia Nacional) and the General
Prosecutor Office of Spain, to remove “The Kokorev Case” from the jurisdiction of Las
Palmas and place it in the High Courts of Madrid (Audiencia Nacional), in order to guarantee
the rights of the defendants, the right to a due procedure and a fair trial.
Furthermore, we encourage and give our full support to Kokorev family’s defence attorneys
in order to bring any relevant actions in this matter against Spain before the European Court
of Human Rights for violation of human rights suffered by their clients.”

European deputies criticise Las Palmas judiciary in its
handling of the ‘Kokorev case’
The European Parliament on September 28 heard the case of Vladimir Kokorev, a Spanish
citizen of Russian and Jewish origin who has been imprisoned, together with his family, on
the Canary Islands (a territory of Spain on the west coast of Africa, but still a part of
European Community) since 2015
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”Two years in detention without specific charges with the prospect of a further two years
for no good reason is an affront to all that we Europeans believe in,”stated MEP Fulvio
Martusciello...
By Antonio W. Romero

The roundtable event, which was held at the European Parliament in Brussels, was
organised by Fulvio Martusciello, a member of the EPP Group in the European Parliament
and chairman of the Delegation for EU-Israel relations.
Titled “Justice and the rule of law in the EU – the case of Vladimir Kokorev”, the discussion
was attended by MEPs of various committees, as well as lawyers, experts and journalists
from Spain, Belgium, the UK, Israel and other countries.
As explained during the roundtable, 66-year-old Kokorev, together with his wife Yulia, 68,
and their son Igor, were arrested in Panama in 2015. This was based on an international
arrest warrant, issued by Ana Isabel de Vega Serrano of Las Palmas Court, on suspicion of
having laundered money on behalf of Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, the president of Equatorial
Guinea.
During the roundtable, speakers discussed the unusually long detention without a trial. The
fact that Kokorev has not yet been formally indicted, nor presented with evidence of any
wrongdoing, was also raised.
Speakers representing Kokorev alleged there are “obscure private and political agendas
behind” the case, and that it is becoming increasingly hard to understand the blatant
disregard for basic human rights and due procedure of the law in EU member state Spain.
They attorneys and judicial experts criticised the judge’s decision to extend the family’s
“preventive imprisonment” for another two years, despite evidence presented by the
defence attesting to absolute transparency of Kokorev’s companies.
“It is not for us to decide if Mr. Kokorev is guilty or innocent of the charges against him. But
what should concern us all is the fact that he, his wife and son are being denied justice and
due process of law,” stated MEP Fulvio Martusciello. “Two years in detention without
specific charges with the prospect of a further two years for no good reason is an affront to
all that we Europeans believe in.”
Meanwhile, a conditional release of Kokorev’s wife Yulia was announced shortly after the
European Parliament’s round table was announced by the media.
Nevertheless, the European Parliament has called on the Spanish Central Judiciary
Supervising Organ (Consejo General de Poder Judicial), the High Courts of Madrid (Audiencia
Nacional) and the General Prosecutor Office of Spain, to remove the ‘Kokorev Case’ from
the jurisdiction of Las Palmas and place it in the High Courts of Madrid (Audiencia Nacional
to guarantee the rights of the defendants to due process and a fair trial.

La familia Kokorev lleva su caso a la ONU

Canarias7 (08.10.2019) - Su representación legal ha denunciado ante el Consejo de
Derechos Humanos de la ONU un presunto «abuso de la prisión preventiva» ordenada en
su día contra estos investigados por ser presuntos testaferros de Teodoro Obiang en
España.
Este caso Kokorev, que desde 2009 se investiga en el Juzgado de Instrucción número 5
de Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, ha cometido «presuntos errores y atropellos», según los
letrados de su defensa y los mismos han sido comunicados ya al Parlamento Europeo y
al Consejo de Europa.

La Caplc pidió que España acabara con la prisión provisional, con el secreto de
sumario y revisara el sistema FIES
El expediente ya fue analizado por la mesa de la Organización de las Naciones Unidas el
pasado 18 de septiembre, en la 42ª sesión de este organismo celebrada en Ginebra. En
dicho acto, la organización Coordination des Associations & Particuliers pour la Liberté de
Conscience (Caplc), tras analizar el caso con la particularidad denunciada de la prisión
preventiva de la familia Kokorev, pidió que España acabara con esta medida de larga
duración, con el régimen de secreto de sumario y revisara la aplicación del sistema FIES
(Fichero

de

Internos

de

Especial

Seguimiento)

a

internos

no

violentos

y

sin

antecedentes, que fue aplicado a los Kokorev en la prisión de Juan Grande sin que aún
hoy «haya sido motivado ese excepcional tratamiento», denuncia su defensa.

No es la primera vez que el caso llega a la ONU. A finales de junio, esta organización
junto con Human Rights Without Frontiers, registró un comunicado ante el Consejo de
Derechos Humanos denunciando que España estaba cometiendo un error judicial en el
caso Kokorev que arrastra una investigación que se ha alargado durante más de una
década. Para ello, el director de Human Rights Without Frontiers, Willy Fautré, que lleva
25 años realizando investigaciones sobre detenciones en muchos lugares del mundo,
incluyendo Corea del Norte, visitó Gran Canaria junto con una delegación de la
organización para conocer el caso de primera mano. Hay que recordar que la familia
Kokorev sigue en la isla con la prohibición de abandonarla salvo Vladimir, el principal
investigado y de avanzada edad, que debe de tratarse de sus enfermedades coronarias y
otras más en Madrid.
Fruto de esas investigaciones, este organismo ha denunciado ante el Consejo de
Derechos Humanos que la familia Kokorev, que pasó más de dos años en prisión
preventiva antes de ser puestos en libertad sin fianza, padeció «muchas vulneraciones
de derechos humanos». Cita, entre otras cuestiones, que el secreto de sumario se
prolongó durante 18 meses después del arresto, el deterioro de la salud de Vladimir
Kokorev durante su permanencia en prisión preventiva que ha continuado agravándose
hasta la actualidad, así como que aún cuando ya se sabía que no se iba a celebrar un
juicio

en

muchos

años,

se

prorrogara

la

prisión

preventiva.

Denuncia ante Exteriores.
En el comunicado, tramitado por el Secretario General del Consejo de Derechos
Humanos de la ONU, también se denuncia que los Kokorev «fueron privados de la
presunción de inocencia» y que «se les trató como una sola entidad, «la familia
Kokorev», sin distinguir entre las tres personas, sugiriendo culpabilidad por asociación».
La denuncia ya ha llegado al Ministerio de Asuntos Exteriores y Cooperación.
Recientemente, Vladimir Kokorev tuvo que ser hospitalizado de urgencia con síntomas
de un ictus, un desenlace que, de acuerdo a informes médicos, hay riesgo de que vuelva
a repetirse.

