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  The Use of Chemical Weapons by the Sudanese Armed 
Forces 

CAP Liberté de Conscience and Human Rights Without Frontiers are deeply concerned about 

the use of chemical weapons by the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) in the violent civil war 

having raged for two years in the Sudan, as it was recently notified by the United States of 

America’s State Department to the Congress of the United States of America 

  Some Background Information 

The Sudan has a population of about 50 million people. The majority of the population is 

Arab, estimated at 70% of the national total. They are massively Muslims and mainly speak 

Arabic. Other ethnicities include Beja, Fur, Nubians, Nuba and Copts. 

The Sudan is currently embroiled in a civil war between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) 

and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF). Their conflict erupted into a civil war starting on 15 

April 2023 with the first battles in the streets of Khartoum. 

This conflict has further exposed deep-seated issues of racism and ethnic discrimination 

among its diverse populations. Building on previous reports made by the UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights regarding ongoing patterns of ethnic violence, we highlight 

with grave concern the events documented in Wad Madani and Al-Jazirah State, where the 

SAF and allied militias initiated systematic campaigns of extrajudicial executions and ethnic 

cleansing targeting minorities such as South Sudanese, Nuba, and African tribes from western 

Sudan. These acts, which included mass executions, forced displacement, torture, and sexual 

violence, were not random but aimed at eradicating specific communities based on their 

ethnic identity, reflecting alarming levels of intolerance and the urgent need for international 

action under the Durban Declaration and Program of Action. 

At mid-April 2025, the High Representative of the European Union Kaja Kallas issued a 

press release urging to put an end to the culture of impunity. International humanitarian law 

and human rights violations are rampant and have been recorded throughout the country, in 

particular in the most conflict-affected areas of Darfur, Khartoum and Al Jazirah, she said. 

Mass sexual and gender-based violence, starvation, arbitrary killings, child abductions, 

forced recruitment, and ethnically-based targeted attacks have been used as weapons of war 

at an unprecedented rate and scale, affecting notably women and children, she stressed. 

  Catastrophic Humanitarian Crisis 

According to the World Food Program, approximately half of the Sudan’s population – 25 

million people – is facing extreme levels of hunger, including about five million children and 

mothers suffering acute malnutrition. The war has displaced over 12.4 million people, 

including more than 3.3 million as refugees in neighbouring countries. The confirmation by 

the United States of America that chemical weapons have been used by the Sudanese Armed 

Forces brings an additional level of threat and suffering to the Sudanese people and deserves 

a unified and determined response from the international community. 

  The Accusations of Use of Chemical Weapons by the United States of 

America 

On April 24, 2025, the United States of America determined under the Chemical and 

Biological Weapons Control and Warfare Elimination Act of 1991 (the CBW Act) that the 

Sudanese Armed Forces used chemical weapons in 2024.  
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This determination was delivered to Congress, along with an addendum to the April 15, 2025, 

Condition 10(C) Report on Compliance with the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) that 

finds the Sudanese Armed Forces in non-compliance with the CWC, to which it is a party. 

Following a 15-day Congressional notification period, the United States of America said they 

would impose sanctions on the Sudanese Armed Forces, including restrictions on United 

States of America’s exports to the Sudan and on access to United States of America’s 

government lines of credit. 

The sanctions are planned to take effect upon publication of a notice in the Federal Register, 

expected on or around June 6, 2025. The United States of America called on the Sudanese 

Armed Forces to cease all chemical weapons use and uphold its obligations under the CWC 

and stated that the United States of America remains fully committed to hold to account those 

responsible for contributing to chemical weapons proliferation. 

The United States of America’s State Department concluded that the Sudanese Armed Forces 

had used “riot control agents” as a “method of warfare.” This determination included 

evidence of an alleged attack in Omdurman in September 2023. That is the second most 

populous city in the Sudan. It is located in the State of Khartoum, on the west bank of the 

River Nile. It acts as an important road hub, with the Nile boosting transportation even 

further. 

According to details from Washington DC, chloropicrin was reportedly used against Rapid 

Support Forces (RSF) positions in that city. Chloropicrin, used in World War One, is banned 

by the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons when used as a method of 

warfare. 

The New York Times reported in January 2025 that the Sudan used chlorine gas on two 

occasions in 2024, which causes a range of painful and damaging effects and can be fatal. 

The New York Times reported that weapons were deployed recently in remote areas of the 

Sudan, and targeted members of the Rapid Support Forces paramilitaries that the Sudanese 

Armed Forces have been fighting since April 2023. Two American officials also explained 

that in order to protect the source and method of the intelligence used to determine that 

chemical weapons had been used, the United States of America did not want to reveal details 

about the strikes, including precise locations. The United States of America’s officials 

expressed their concern to the newspaper that the weapons could be used in densely populated 

parts of the capital, Khartoum, endangering the civilian population. 

  About the United States of America’s sanctions 

Prior to the May 2025 announcement, the United States of America announced sanctions in 

January 2025 against the Sudanese Armed Forces military chief, General Abdel Fattah al-

Burhan, for documented atrocities by his troops, including indiscriminate bombing of 

civilians and the use of starvation as a weapon of war. Several officials of the United States 

of America told the New York Times that the use of chemical weapons was a key factor in 

this earlier sanctions decision in which the United States of America opted to move 

specifically against General al-Burhan, the leader of the Sudanese Armed Forces. Two 

officials briefed on the matter told the New York Times the chemical weapons appeared to 

use chlorine gas, explaining that when this is used as a weapon, chlorine can cause lasting 

damage to human tissue. In confined spaces it can displace breathable air, leading to 

suffocation and death. The two officials also stated that knowledge of the chemical weapons 

program in the Sudan was limited to a small group inside the SAF. According to them, it was 

clear that General al-Burhan had authorised their use. 

British Foreign Secretary David Lammy said he was deeply concerned by the United States 

of America’s determination that the Sudanese Armed Forces had used chemical weapons and 

urged them to protect civilians. “Any use of chemical weapons is unacceptable,” Lammy said 

in a statement. “After two years of brutal conflict, the Sudanese people have faced enough. 

The world cannot continue to look away from the atrocities taking place.” Lammy urged the 

SAF to “take immediate steps to protect civilians and ensure that its forces do not use 

chemical weapons against their own people.” 
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The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland’s concerns were also officially 

expressed by Joanna Roper, Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland at the 108th Session of the Executive Council of the 

Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons in The Hague: “We are extremely 

concerned by reports which suggest that the Sudanese Armed Forces have used chemical 

weapons in the Sudan. The Sudan, like any other State Party to the Chemical Weapons 

Convention, must abide by its obligations.” 

The Chemical Weapons Convention exists for good reason. Exposure to chemical warfare 

agents can cause a wide range of acute and chronic health problems, ranging from burns, 

respiratory distress, neurological disorders and mental health issues. The firm action taken 

by the United States of America is to be welcomed and should be followed by other initiatives 

of the international community. 

We recommend that : 

• The Sudan abide by its obligations of the Chemical and Biological Weapons Control and 

Warfare Elimination Act of 1991 to which it is a party and stop using chemical and 

biological weapons, 

• the international community stop looking away from the atrocities taking place in the 

Sudan, urgently prioritize the protection of civilians, provide urgent medical care to the 

victims and ensure that the SAF forces do not use chemical weapons any more against its 

own people, 

• the United Nations and member countries also pay much closer attention to the crisis in the 

Sudan, renew peace-making efforts and assert a zero tolerance approach to the use of 

chemical weapons and to impunity. 
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